Conversation analysis in the differentiation of psychogenic nonepileptic and epileptic seizures in pediatric and adolescent settings.
The differential diagnosis of epileptic seizures (ES) and psychogenic nonepileptic seizures (PNES) is often difficult, especially in pediatric and adolescent settings. Conversation analysis (CA) can be a worthwhile diagnostic tool in adults. The aim of this study was to assess the diagnostic value of CA in Italian children and adolescents. Ten patients (seven females and three males), diagnosed using video-EEG as having either ES or PNES, underwent a video-recorded interview by a physician from outside the center specifically trained for this purpose. An external linguistic rater then examined the video recordings and transcripts using CA. Diagnoses formulated on the basis of interactional and linguistic features of the patients' speech were compared with diagnoses made by seizure experts on the basis of all available clinical information including the video-EEG findings. Conversation analysis diagnoses corresponded to the video-EEG diagnoses in 8 out of 10 cases. In conclusion, while some conversational adaptation is necessary to enable children and adolescents to share their seizure experiences with an adult health professional, this study indicates the differential diagnostic potential of a CA approach in these young people with PNES or epilepsy. Larger samples are obviously needed to confirm these findings.